TOPIC 1 - Sources of Contemporary Australian Law (Criminal Law vs. Civil Law)
a) Criminal law is the area of public law that is directed to the actions of individuals in society, where such actions are deemed to be unacceptable.  Crimes include those against the person (such as assault and murder); against property (larceny and vandalism) and against the state (treason, perjury and contempt of court).

b) Civil Law is the private law relating to the relationships, both planned and unplanned, that exist between private individuals.  Examples of civil law actions include actions for breach of contract; breach of duty of care; breach of trust; defamation; employment rights; trespass and nuisance.

c) Public Law and Private Law

Public law is the law relating to public bodies and public matters.  The major areas of public law are constitutional law (dealing with the power and limits of governments, parliaments and other public bodies) administrative law and criminal law.

