TOPIC 2 - The Enforcement Agencies and Methods of Resolving Disputes

The several agencies that enforce the law are:

a) Police:  State and Federal are the major law enforcers in Australia.

b) Government departments and agencies: enforce some laws such as taxation.

c) Other Government authorities: the National Crime Authority Independent Commission Against Corruption have wide powers to investigate and prosecute in specialised areas such as organised crime and corruption.

d) Local governments enforce some laws such as building standards and restrictions.

Legal Aid

Legal Aid is the provision of assistance to persons who are unable to afford legal representation for themselves. To be eligible for Legal Aid a person must:

~ Have a legal problem in an area of law in which the Legal Aid practitioners are able to deal (usually family law or criminal law)

~ Have a case that has a reasonable chance of success or is necessary.

~ Be unable to afford legal representation in their own right (this is determined by testing the income and assets of the person who applies for Legal Aid and any person who may be supporting the applicant).

Administrative and Other Tribunals

Administrative and other tribunals review the decisions of the executive and created as part of the executive arm of government that are able to exercise judicial power. If the administrative tribunal makes an error, the courts may be asked to review the decision of the tribunal (e.g. taxation, immigration).

Alternative dispute resolution (ADR)

Aim to resolve disputes between parties without resort to the courts. The primary reasons are to allow the disputants to have greater control over the running of proceedings and to save money in court time.

Community Justice Centres

Community Justice Centres are informal organisations designed to resolve disputes between persons in the community who will continue to see each other.  Community Justice Centres are where the parties talk out their dispute with neutral mediators.  Community Justice Centres have no power to resolve a dispute except with the agreement of the parties.

