TOPIC 2 – Duties and Responsibilities
1. Domestic Duties

a) The different meanings of duties

A duty is something that a person or organisation is obliged to do.
i) Legal duties:

Legal duties are those duties that people owe because the law imposes them onto people. If people do not fulfil these duties, the law will impose sanctions eg fines, imprisonment on them. Legal duties can be imposed by common (judge made) and statute (parliament made) law and by delegated authorities. Under common law, a person owes a duty of care to other people if he or she could reasonably have foreseen that his or her careless action could cause harm to others. Legal duties include:


~ The duty to pay taxes.


~ Jury duty.


~ The duty to vote.


~ The duty to assist police


~A duty of care to others.

ii) Social duties:

Social duties are those imposed by society in general. Some, such as keeping the environment clean, are not imposed by the law, but are generally regarded as duties by members of the society. The term “social duties” also refers to obligations people have that are dictated by etiquette and good manners.

iii) Cultural duties:

Cultural duties are those imposed on people because of their membership of a particular cultural group eg People are obliged to remove their shoes before entering a house in the Japanese culture.

iv) Moral duties:

Moral duties are obligations that people feel they have because of beliefs that they hold, eg many people believe that it is wrong to have an affair, while married. Moral duties are closely related to duties imposed by ethical choices.


(v) Religious duties:

Religious duties are obligations that people owe because of the religious beliefs they follow, eg you must attend church services out of a sense of religious duty.

b) Relationship between Legal and other types of Duties

The relationship between religious and legal duties could include: that it is illegal to drink alcohol because it is against the Islamic religion. In all societies, the laws reflect the moral values and ethics of the society, eg laws about murder and marriage all uphold the moral beliefs.
The relationship between legal and social duties could include punishing (fines or imprisonment), people who avoid paying taxes, or who lie about the amount of income they have earned. Social duties from cultural practices are often not imposed by the law, eg failure to reply to an invitation will not result in legal action.
Sometimes moral, religious or social duties conflict with duties imposed by the law, eg some people may believe that their children should not attend school because it will corrupt their morals.
2. International Duties

a) Meanings of International Duties and their evolving nature.

States (countries) as defined in international law have many general obligations and matching responsibilities. These obligations and responsibilities may be referred to as duties within the international community.
International Law includes:
i) Customary International Law:  This is custom between States.  Ways in which customary international law is recognised include: the diplomatic relations between States and the decisions of international organisations such as the International Court of Justice.

ii) Treaties: These may be: multinational (between a number of countries), or bilateral (between two countries) and assert rules of general application (for example, whaling treaties).

iii) Decisions of International Tribunals: These could be decisions of the International Court of Justice(ICJ), the European Court of Justice, the International Criminal Tribunal. Due to the changing habits of the international community, Customary International Law is very much a law in action – it is continually changing.

b) Restrictions on the use of force as an instrument of National policy

in International relations.

Force is frequently used by governments as an opportunity to implement certain policies, remove “problems” (usually minority ethnic groups) and/or acquire territory. International law has created a number of restrictions on the use of force by states. Primary among the restrictions on the use of force is the United Nations Charter.
The major instrument within the UN for dealing with global conflict is the Security Council, with its five permanent members.  The Security Council can determine when armed intervention in a conflict situation is necessary.  Attached to the Security Council is a committee of military chiefs of staff.
Inter-governmental regional organisations such as NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organisation) and ASEAN (Association of South-East Asian Nations) can legitimise the actions of their members in attempting to find appropriate solutions to military conflicts.
The role of inter-government agencies is important in monitoring and possibly preventing regional conflicts. These agencies, as well as any major international bodies, can assume the role of guardians of the sovereignty of nations. This sovereignty excludes issues of internal conflict.
Mass communication media has become very significant in the reporting of military conflicts.  The global media is a powerful weapon for propaganda and shaping global opinion as well as disseminating information.

International regimes such as the UN have been relatively ineffective in dealing with military conflict.

(c) Obligation on governments to practice tolerance and live together

in peace with one another as good neighbours and to work for

the promotion of the economic and social advancement of all

peoples. International work for the promotion of economic and social development is carried out by agencies of the UN such as the World Health Organisation (WHO), and the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAO).  These and other UN agencies receive some funds from the compulsory contributions paid by member states.  The bulk of funds, however, are received from voluntary contributions of nations.
Trade and economic treaties between nations also impose legal duties on those nations.
